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The corruption situation in Singa-
pore remains firmly under control, 
said the Corrupt Practices Investiga-
tion Bureau (CPIB) in a release of its 
2018 statistics yesterday. 

Last  year,  the  bureau  received  
358  corruption-related  reports,
and 107 of these were registered for 
investigation,  which  means there  
was  sufficient  evidence  for  the  
CPIB to investigate.

The figures are similar to 2017,  
when there were 368 corruption-re-
lated reports, 103 of which were reg-
istered for investigation. 

Overall,  the  number  of  reports  
and cases registered for investiga-
tion has been on a downward trend 
since 2015,  when there were 475 
such reports, with 132 cases regis-
tered for investigation. 

A report is registered for investi-
gation if it is deemed able to be pur-
sued based on the specificity and 
quality of information provided. Re-
ports that cannot be pursued are 
vague  or  unsubstantiated  and  do  
not provide sufficient leads to initi-
ate an investigation. 

“The CPIB takes a serious view of 
all reports and information that may 
disclose any offence under the Pre-
vention of Corruption Act. They are 
thoroughly deliberated regardless of 
the nature of amount of gratifica-

tion, or whether the complainant is 
named or anonymous,” it said. 

Under the law, the identity of the 
complainant is kept confidential. 

In line with previous years,  the 
majority of the corruption cases reg-
istered came from the private sec-
tor, with 88 per cent or 94 regis-
tered cases where individuals ac-
cepted, gave or offered bribes. 

Of these,  about 15 per cent  in-
volved public-sector employees re-
jecting bribes offered by those in 
the private sector, which could in-
clude areas such as the building and 
construction,  food  and  beverage,  
and warehouse sectors. 

Of the total number of registered 
cases last  year,  the proportion of 
public-sector cases remained low, 
said CPIB. Cases where public-sec-
tor employees accepted, gave or of-
fered bribes made up 12 per cent of 
the total figure, with 13 cases. 

Last  year,  a  total  of  112  people  
were prosecuted for offences inves-
tigated by the CPIB. Of the figure, 
107 were from the private sector, 
with about 20 offenders from the 
construction sector. The CPIB also 
highlighted  the  construction  and  
building maintenance work sectors 
as areas of concern. 

Last year, the CPIB completed in-
vestigations into 80 per cent of the 
individuals  investigated.  This  fig-
ure has averaged at 81 per cent over 
the past five years. The annual con-

viction rate also averaged about 98 
per cent over the same period.

Members of the public can report 
suspected acts of corruption to the 
CPIB  through  various  channels,
such as over the phone, e-mail or in 
person. Last year, the CPIB received 
62 reports via phone calls, 54 reports 
via e-mail and 74 reports via mail or 
fax. The highest number of reports 
came through its website – 110 re-
ports, with 13 of these cases regis-
tered for investigation. There were 
20 cases referred from other agen-
cies to the CPIB that resulted in 14 
cases registered for investigation.

Last year, 38 reports were made in 

person, where 21 cases or more than 
55 per cent were registered for inves-
tigation,  said  the  CPIB.  Reports  
made in person are one of the most 
effective forms as the bureau is able 
to  get  more  detailed  information  
from the complainant, it said. 

It added that overall, Singapore re-
mains one of the world’s least cor-
rupt countries. The Republic ranked 
third,  alongside  Finland,  Sweden  
and Switzerland, in the 2018 Trans-
parency  International  Corruption  
Perceptions Index. Denmark came 
in first and New Zealand second. 
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When Lutfil Edy Widodo was only 
eight years old, a stroke left him 
unable to  talk  or  walk  for  a  few 
months.

What  he  had  was  a  condition  
known as brain arteriovenous mal-
formation (AVM), which is a tangle 
of  abnormal  blood vessels  in  the 
brain.  When  these  rupture  and  
bleed, a stroke can result.

Lutfil  underwent  emergency
surgery  and  was  placed  under  a  
medically induced coma for about 
20 days. When he came out of the 
coma,  he  could  neither  talk  nor  
walk. It took a few months of inten-
sive therapy before he regained his 
speech and mobility. 

Now  16,  Lutfil  can  walk,  albeit  
with a limp. He jokes that his left 
hand, unable to grip or hold any-
thing, is “for display” only. 

And he suffers from seizures.
“Before (the brain AVM), I could 

do many things like cycling, foot-
ball and badminton,” he said. “I lost 
friends  because  some  people
laughed at me as I was walking un-
steadily. I feel different.”

But one thing he never lost was 
his dream of becoming a pilot as he 
has  been  fascinated  with  planes  
since he was a boy.

In February this year, his dream 
came true, thanks to Make-A-Wish 
Singapore, a charity which grants 
the  wishes  of  children  with  life-
threatening medical conditions.

He became pilot for a day, when 

he got to fly a flight simulator at the 
Airbus Asia Training Centre in Sele-
tar Aerospace Park.

“I felt so excited, like I was really 
flying a plane. It was really memo-
rable,” said Lutfil, who was decked 
out in a pilot’s uniform that the char-
ity had made specially for him.

He  also  met  some  pilots,  who  
shared their experiences with him.

His 46-year-old mother Rohaizah 
Mohd  Hashim,  an  engineer,  said  
the experience has been a morale 
booster for Lutfil, the second of her 
four children.

In the past five years, an average 
of 107 children a year have had their 
wishes  granted  by  Make-A-Wish  
Singapore.

Next Monday is World Wish Day. 
On April 29, 1980, a seven-year-

old American boy and leukaemia pa-
tient Chris Grecius got his wish to 
be a policeman.

With the help of the local police in 
Arizona, he spent the day riding in a 
police helicopter, was sworn in as 
an honorary patrolman and given a 
specially made uniform.

That small act sparked the cre-
ation of Make-A-Wish and the be-
ginning of the global wish-granting 
movement. 

The Singapore chapter of Make-
A-Wish was set up in 2002.

Ms Leanora Lyn Gaffar, the char-
ity’s senior manager of wish grant-
ing, said that a wish journey, when 
designed to complement a child’s 
medical treatment, “improves their 
willingness  to  comply  with  the  
treatment, boosts their response to 
treatment  and  positively  impacts  
their physical and mental health”.

The charity has had some unusual 
wishes over the years, including that 
of Theresa Thang, who at 13 years 
old asked for an “aquarium of frogs” 
when she was battling brain cancer. 
The  Singapore  Zoo  gave  her  two  
frogs. Ms Thang, now 26, is a vet.

Then there is Sarah Tan, who at 17 
years old and with end-stage renal 
failure, wished to create a short ani-
mation video based on a dream of 
her late  grandmother,  whom she 
was very close to. 

The charity took her to an anima-

tion studio where, over the course 
of 10 months, she was heavily in-
volved in creating the video.

Today, Ms Tan is a 22-year-old 
polytechnic student.

Said Ms Leanora: “She keeps the 
video on her phone to remind her-

self to never give up on a project, 
however long it takes, as the end re-
sult is always worth the effort. It mo-
tivates her to study hard, work hard 
and play hard.”
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Two years ago, a Japanese insur-
ance firm laid off more than 30 
people, replacing them with an ar-
tificial  intelligence  (AI)  system  
with features that include the cog-
nitive ability to read tens of thou-
sands of medical certificates and 
to calculate payouts.

It dramatically reduced the num-
ber of man hours needed for the 
purpose,  said  Chief  Justice Sun-
daresh Menon yesterday.

“In  much  the  same  way,  law  
firms too are fast incorporating AI 
into  their  work  processes  and  
who is to say that the same fate 
will  not  befall  those  of  us  who  
would rather deny the impact that 
modern technology is having on 
our profession?” he added.

The Chief Justice cited the case 
when he urged the legal profes-
sion to seize the moment and be 
at the frontline of technological 
change, warning that the “biggest 
mistake” would be to do nothing. 

The  consequences  of  inaction  
can be dire, he said as he drew on 
the “spectre of technological un-
employment”  as  a  warning  to  
lawyers.

Setting out the rapid tech-trig-
gered  developments  that  affect  
both industry players and regula-
tors, he gave several examples in 
diverse areas to underline his call 
for unified action.

“There are many reasons that 
might tempt us to turn away from 
the change but,  as these exam-
ples show, surrendering our fates 
in  this  way  will  only  take  us  
closer to undesirable outcomes – 
the obsolescence of our skills, the 
irrelevance of what we provide 
and the descent into ethical black 
holes,” he said in a speech titled 
“Deep  Thinking:  The  future  of  
the legal profession in an age of 
technology”.

He was speaking during a gala 
dinner at the Inter-Pacific Bar As-
sociation  Annual  Meeting  and  
Conference that was held at the 
Raffles  City  Convention Centre.  
The conference was attended by a 
record 1,250 people from across 
the world. 

The  Chief  Justice’s  address
comes at a time when “technology 
will  be  the  single  most  potent  
force to reshape our profession in 
the years to come”.

He noted that technology is leav-
ing a “telling mark” on the legal 
profession through the new play-
ers it has spawned as well as the 
new products that have prolifer-
ated in the market.

The impact posed challenges in 
at least four areas:  how lawyers 
are trained and students are edu-
cated, how the profession is organ-
ised, how it preserves basic values 

and  ethics  as  well  as  how  the  
sound development of the law is 
safeguarded.

Chief Justice Menon suggested 
that law firms should see them-
selves as places where lawyers go 
not only to work but also to learn 
their trade in digital terms.

Also,  polytechnics  could  con-
sider training a corps of allied le-
gal professionals as legal services 
will  increasingly  involve  others  
from related disciplines, such as 
data science and project manage-
ment, process analysis, he said.

At the industry level, the advent 
of alternative service providers on-
line posed the challenge of how 
they should be regulated.

“Are we comfortable, for exam-
ple, having online platforms like 
chatbots provide not just legal in-
formation but also legal advice? 
Even if we were prepared to allow 
machines  to  go  that  far,  who  
would liability attach to if such ad-
vice turned out to be wrong?”

Stressing  the  need  to  ensure  
there is no dip in the quality of le-
gal services, the Chief Justice said 
regulators  have  to  think  about  
striking a suitable balance but not 
postpone a “necessary exercise”.

He  added:  “Our  greatest
strength lies in our unity and, if we 
can draw on that... to collaborate 
across borders and exchange per-
spectives on the lessons we have 
each learnt, I think that will offer 
us the best prospect of creating 
holistic and durable solutions that 
might  prove  fit  for  a  time  of  
epochal change.”
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Over the course of seven years, a 
technical officer with the national 
water agency PUB duped his em-
ployer into approving purchase or-
ders worth almost $2 million to 
companies he controlled. 

Besides obtaining a confession 
from Mohamed Sa’ad Mohamed 
Ali,  Corrupt  Practices  Investiga-
tion Bureau (CPIB)  officers also 
trawled through the 700 transac-
tions involved in the case.

It was reported that Mohamed 
Sa’ad had cheated the agency into 
awarding 718 contracts  to three  
companies under his wife’s name 

from  2005  to  2012,  when  his  
crimes came to light. 

Through the use of forensic ac-
counting to identify and trace the 
proceeds of crime, CPIB officers un-
covered that Mohamed Sa’ad had 
used  $470,000  of  his  ill-gotten  
gains to buy a sports car, an insur-
ance policy, a gold certificate, a fac-
tory unit and to make repayment 
for a Housing Board mortgage loan.

In November last year, he was 
sentenced to 45 months’  jail  for 
cheating and money laundering. 

The assets he had amassed were 
also  seized,  liquidated  and  re-

turned to the PUB, said the CPIB 
in highlighting cases it had dealt 
with during its annual statistics re-
lease yesterday. 

“These cases illustrate the im-
portance of investing in our peo-
ple to sharpen their skills particu-
larly in the areas of interview, fi-
nancial  investigation  and  digital  
forensics,” CPIB said. 

In another case that concluded 
last year, a contractor and his sub-
contractor were jailed for giving 
an employee of a hotel establish-
ment $300,000 as a reward for fur-
thering their business interests in 
construction works at the hotel. 

Intelligence  work,  computer

forensics and the tenacity of its of-
ficers  were  instrumental  in  this  
case, said the bureau, adding that 
investigations started after it re-
ceived an anonymous tip-off.

Tan Ken Huat, managing director 
of Shanghai Chong Kee Furniture 
and Construction, was sentenced 
to  nine  months’  jail  last  August,  
while Teo Wee Liap, director of Su-
periortec, a subcontractor for Tan’s 
company, was jailed for six months 
in June. The hotel employee, Soh 
Yew Meng, director of the building 
enhancement  department,  was
jailed for 14 months in 2017.
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Anti-graft body saw 358 reports in 2018, with 
107 marked for probe – similar to 2017 figures
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Two cases where jail terms were meted out 

Doing nothing about 
disruptive tech would 
be biggest mistake: CJ 

Corruption 
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under control, 
says CPIB 

REGULATORY CHALLENGES

Are we comfortable, for example, 
having online platforms like 
chatbots provide not just legal 
information but also legal 
advice? Even if we were 
prepared to allow machines to go 
that far, who would liability 
attach to if such advice turned 
out to be wrong?

’’CHIEF JUSTICE SUNDARESH MENON, 
on the advent of alternative service 
providers online posing the challenge 
of how they should be regulated.
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